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caution, though not at night, and in the middle of the sea
by day or night without the slightest fear. There are not
those submerged rocks said to exist, nor any of those things
with which they frightened us, neither are there tempests
nor gales nor hurricanes, nor thunderstorms. ..."

A note of exultation runs throughout the whole report.
Albuquerque's three months in the Red Sea seem to have
been a mental tonic. Of the physical discomfort they entailed,
not a single word. The island of Kamaran might be an agree-
able seaside resort, for all we gather to the contrary!

Purgatory, other people called it. They entreated the
Governor .to take them out of it. He could not have done
so even if he had wished. Kamaran was the only accessible
spot where there was water, and the Indian Ocean could not
be navigated during the monsoon.

A man-at-arms named Fernao Dias found a way out for
himself. He had once been captive at Gibraltar and had
lived for many years among the Moors. He knew Arabic
well, and Moslem customs. Might he not disguise as one,
he asked the Governor, and travel overland to Portugal?
He could give the King the latest news of India.

It seemed to Albuquerque that this would be a fine
adventure. " You are quite sure you know the language well
enough to run the risk?" he asked. Fernao Dias had no
doubt at all. He was duly landed on the Arabian shore with
a chain about his ankles so that he might seem to be an
escaped prisoner. Thence, reciting the Koran with great
unction and posing as a holy man, he cut across the deserts
and reached Portugal. Those who saw him go from Kamaran
quite envied him. For the first time, perhaps, it seemed a
splendid thing to know Arabic.

Joao Gomes in his caravel was another one who got a
change from Kamaran. A caravel could sail where heavier
ships could not, and Albuquerque ordered him to go and
coast around the island of Bahlak. This he achieved suc-
cessfully, bringing back with him much information and a
drawing of the island.